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We want to save paper, dollars, and souls

Fitor.s
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This is our last, printed issue of The
Spirit of Saint Joseph and Immaculate
Conception. That's a bit sad, but we
should also be profoundly grateful to
those who labored so long to bring
it to us. Yet | am also very happy to
announce that the newsletter won'’t
really be ending. It will simply be
migrating onto our parish web page,
where it will have its own home page.
We believe that we can continue to
produce the articles and the features,
which you have always enjoyed and in
a manner that saves a lot of paper and
dollars.

We plan to work towards constantly
renewing the web page with new
material. To make this happen, we are
in serious need of volunteers to submit
features. You don’t have to write every
month, but it would be great if you
could let us know that you would be
willing to take on a project, such as our
graduate exposés and our memorial
pieces for those who have died, or
features about new families entering
our parishes.

There is a second new horizon for
our parishes with the implementation
of Flocknote, a system that allows us
to text, email, and even telephone
parishioners (who only have landlines).
It's very cost efficient, especially when
divided between our three parishes.
So, for example, we will be able to send
one message, telling everyone in a
parish that Mass is cancelled because
of the snow. We can let everyone
know about a holiday Mass schedule.

by Father Terrance Klein

We can tell those who attend weekday
Mass if it is cancelled, or not, because
of a funeral the same day. Or, leaders
of individual groups can contact all of
their members to remind them of the
meeting coming up the next night.

However, the system is ultimately
only as effective as the number of
people who sign up for it. There is no
cost to do so and no data that might
be compromised. Essentially we want
everyone who has his or her own cell
phone and email to sign-up. That way,
for example, the altar society might
contact a wife, while the K of C can do
the same with her husband. A mother
or father might want to sign up for Altar
Servers, so that they can remind their
children that they are on to serve.

We will soon be asking everyone
to sign up individually for Flocknote,
but you can already do this either
by texting the word “Barton” to this
number: 84576 or by visiting the cluster
Flocknote website:  Flocknote.com/
SJoelmConHFam Once you arrive at
the Flocknote site, the first thing that
you do is select your parish. Then
look through the list of groups and add
yourself to each one’s list of members.
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The Story of How the
Fir Tree became the
Christmas Tree

At the time when the Christ Child was
born all the people, the animals, and
the trees, and plants were very happy.
The Child was born to bring peace and
happiness to the whole world. People
came daily to see the little One, and
they always brought gifts with them.

There were three trees standing
near the crypt which saw the people,
and they wished that they, too, might
give presents to the Christ Child.
The Palm said: “l will choose
my most beautiful leaf, and
place it as a fan over the Child.”

“And 1,” said the Olive, “will sprinkle
sweet-smelling oil upon His head.”

“What can | give to the Child?”
asked the Fir, who stood near.

“You!” cried the others. “You have
nothing to offer Him. Your needles would
prick Him, and your tears are sticky.”

So the poor little Fir tree was very
unhappy, and it said: “Yes, you are right.
| have nothing to offer the Christ Child.”

Now, quite near the trees stood the
Christmas Angel, who had heard all
that the trees had said. The Angel was
sorry for the Fir tree who was so lowly
and without envy of the other trees.
So, when it was dark, and the stars
came out, he begged a few of the little
stars to come down and rest upon the
branches of the Fir tree. They did as the
Christmas Angel asked, and the Fir tree
shone suddenly with a beautiful light.

!ﬁ!ﬁ!ﬂ!ﬁ!-ﬂr!

continued next page




Christmas Tree continued

And, at that very moment, the
Christ Child opened His eyes—for
He had been asleep—and as the
lovely light fell upon Him He smiled.

Every year people keep the dear
Christmas Child’s birthday by giving
gifts to each other, and every year, in
remembrance of His first birthday, the
Christmas Angel places in every house
a fir tree, also. Covered with starry
candles it shines for the children as the
stars shone for the Christ Child. The Fir
tree was rewarded for its meekness,
for to no other tree is it given to shine
upon so many happy faces.
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Dorothy Moeder

Dorothy Mae Moeder, 87, of
Ellinwood, passed away September
24,2018 at Hospice House, Hutchinson,
Kansas. She was born February 7,
1931 in rural Bushton, the daughter of
Joseph and Rose Huslig Bieberle. She
graduated from Bushton High School
with the class of 1949. Dorothy was a
longtime Ellinwood resident. She was
a retired cook for St. Joseph Catholic
School. Dorothy was a member of St.
Joseph Catholic Church, Ellinwood, and
member of the Altar Society.

On May 2, 1950, Dorothy was united
in marriage with Leonard J. Moeder in
Bushton, KS. He preceded her in death
on March 17, 2000.

She is also preceded in death by
her parents; brothers, Clarence and
Omer Bieberle; sister, Alice Jenisch; and
grandson, Brett Moeder.

She is survived by her son, Mike
Moeder and wife Kala of Ellinwood;
daughter, Ellen Albert and husband Fred
of Hutchinson; brother, Willis Bieberle of
Great Bend, KS; sister, JoOAnn McGlinn
of Great Bend, KS; two grandchildren,
Candice Lawellin and husband Brandon
of Great Bend, KS, and Christopher
Albert and wife Arabia of Hutchinson,
KS; two great-grandchildren, Ella
Lawellin and Ambrocious Albert.
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David Sauber

David M. Sauber, 61, passed
away at Ellinwood District Hospital
on October 19, 2018. Born on
December 21, 1956 in Ellinwood, KS
he was the son of Ambrose & Regina
(Miller) Sauber. A lifetime Ellinwood
area resident he graduated from
Ellinwood High School in 1975. David
was a longtime employee at Great
Bend Manufacturing. Memberships
include St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Ellinwood and the local Knights of
Columbus. David loved the outdoors
where he enjoyed time fishing,
hunting, & riding his ATV.

Survivors include sisters,
Marcia Sauber, Ellinwood, KS. and
Colleen (Bob) Ward, Hutchinson,
KS; daughter, Amanda Fields,
Ellinwood, KS; grandchildren,
Shadow Myers, William Fields Jr.,
Markus Fields, & Lucian Fields. Other
survivors include nephews, Konan
Hauser & Kory Hauser.
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Not too long ago we were welcoming
Robin Rickert Cain back to Ellinwood.
Now we want to congratulate her on her
marriage to Ken Lebbin on September
21stin St. Joseph Church.

Scott Schloctermeier and Raylette
Oeser were married in St. Joseph
Church on November 17, 2018.

Raylette is the daughter of Fred and
Paula Hofmeister. Scott is the son of
Ed Schloctermeier, and the late Ruth
Schloctermeier.

Raylette joined St. Joseph Church in
2016. We congratulate them and wish
them well.

Jacob Keener and Jessica Siefers

Jacob Keener and Jessica Siefers
were married on September 29, 2018
at St. Joseph Church.

Jacob and Jessica met at FHSU and
lived in Hays and Great Bend before
buying a house on Craig Street in
October 2016.

Jacob works at Sunflower Electric
Corporation as a  Transmission
Technician 1l and Jessica works at
Ellinwood Hospital.

Jacob’s parents are Tom & LeAnn
Keener, his grandparents George
Keener from Rush Center and Duane
and Brenda Barker from Larned.

Jessica’s parents are John Siefers
and Teresa Wilson, grandparents Larry
and Sherrie Siefers.

Jacob is an active member in Shrine
and Masonic Lodge. He'’s also very
helpful when it comes to doing Jessica’s
projects.

Recently they have installed a pallet
wood floor in their office and now Jacob
is helping Jessica build a kitchen table.

They have two cats Mishka and Elsa
and Nova and a dog named Husky.

Congratulations to Jessica and
Jacob. St. Joseph Parish wishes you
the best years ahead.
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The Birthright Giving Tree will be located at
Immaculate Conception Church from December 1-
25. Tags on the tree list items needed by the
Birthright office in Great Bend, such as diapers,
sleepers, baby shampoo and miscellaneous baby
items. Those wishing to donate should purchase
items listed on the tags and place the items (not
wrapped) in the box under the tree. Pre-addressed
envelopes are provided at the bottom of the tree for
anyone wishing to make a monetary donation.
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Birthright provides caring, non-judgmental support to
girls and women who are distressed by an
unplanned pregnancy. Services are free, absolutely
confidential, and available to anyone regardless of
age, race, religion, economic or marital status. Some
local services include friendship and emotional
support, free pregnancy testing, baby supplies, and
maternity and baby clothes.

Birthright is there for every woman who calls for help.
It exists because of the financial and moral support
of its donors and volunteers. If you have any
questions or would like to donate used baby clothes
or maternity clothes to Birthright, call Sandi Oberle
@ 587-9913 or 791-8417.

Birthright Giving Christmas Tree

On the tree are tags listing items needed by Birthright. Please

sted on a tag and place the item (not wrapped) in
mberd8 Birthright relies on
iby supplies for the entire year.

f'the central Kansas area
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Who may be in a difficult
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Gibson Jude
Clifton Cuffe

Gibson Jude Clifton Cuffe was
baptized by Father Terrance Klein
on Sunday, October 28, 2018 at
Immaculate Conception Church.
Gibson is the son of John & Bobbi
Cuffe. He has three brothers, -
Gavin, Griffin & Gage. Godparents
are William Cuffe and Elizabeth
Musgrove. Gibson’s grandparents
are Jim & Barbara Musgrove and
John & Cindy Cuffe.

Congratulations to the Cuffe family!
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Susan Ann Weber, 66, died October 30,
2018, at Wesley Medical Center, Wichita.

She was born July 26, 1952, in Hoisington,
Kansas, the daughter of Joseph and Martina
(Younger) Luebbers. Susan graduated in
1970 from Claflin High School and then in
1974 she received her Bachelors of
Education degree from Kansas State
University.

On August 6, 1977, she married her high
school sweetheart Roy Weber in Claflin,
Kansas.

A lifetime resident
of Barton County,
Susan was a school
teacher in
Ellinwood, Claflin,
and Bushton,
teaching 28 years
at all levels but
mostly 3rd Grade,
retiring in 2014.
She was also the
co-owner of Weber
Four Oil Company.

Susan was an
active member of
Immaculate
Conception
Catholic Church and Altar Society, and a
former member of the KNEA and NEA.

She is survived by her husband of 41 years,
Roy Weber; son, Christopher John Weber
and wife Anne of Wichita; daughter, Tracey
McKenna and husband Brett of Claflin;
brothers, Mike Luebbers and wife Dawn of
Ballwin, Missouri, and Bill Luebbers and wife
Becky of Hoisington; five grandchildren,
Owen and Matilda Weber, and Tate, Ellie,
and Audrey McKenna.

She was preceded in death by her parents, a
brother, Andy Luebbers, and an infant
grandson, Thomas James McKenna.

Vigil and Rosary were held on Friday
evening, November 2 and Mass of Christian

Burial was at 10 a.m., Saturday, November,
3, 2018, all at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, celebrated by Father
Terrance Klein. Burial followed at St.
Catherine Catholic Cemetery, Dubuque.

During the homily of the funeral mass, Father
Klein told how Susan knew just what she
wanted in her life. She attended Kansas
State University, became a teacher and
married her high school sweetheart, Roy.
Every year on their anniversary, he would
add another rose to the bouquet he gave her,
and they enjoyed fifty years
together, including their
courtship. And that love
spilled over to her children
and grandchildren through
her truly selfless acts of
love and kindness.

Susan’s years as a teacher
touched many lives, and
most will always remember
her fondness of the color
purple and the K-State
Wildcats. Students also
remember her wearing
crazy socks and sandals
year round! Susan had
quite a sense of humor and
loved to make others
laugh. She will be greatly missed by not only
her family, but also her friends, former
students and fellow teachers. We surely
know that she will be spoiling sweet Thomas
in heaven and serving as a fantastic
guardian angel for the grandchildren left
behind here on earth.

Memorials were designated to Dubuque
Heritage Association or the Community
Scholarship Inc. — Claflin in care of
Nicholson-Ricke Funeral Home, PO Box
146, Hoisington, KS 67544.

Immaculate Conception Parish extends our
deepest sympathy to the Weber family.



December 2018
Daily Eucharistic Ministers

5 - Jim & Veanna Rousseau.

7- Geraldine Menges, Joy S.

12- Angie Hammeke, Sharla Thill
14 - Kirk Bressler, Joy S.

19 - Jim & Veanna Rousseau

21 - No Mass

26 - Sharla Thill, Kirk Bressler
28 - Joy S. Glenda Heinz

Immaculate Conception
Holy Day Vigil Mass
Friday, December 7 ,2017 — 7:00pm

Lectors: Mary Tudor, Kent Roth

EM Ed Schlochtermeier, Paul & Joy
Schlochtermeier, Yvonne Strecker,
Jerome Huslig

Accomp/Cantor

Servers Caylee Rowan, Nathan Hammeke

Sacristan: Jim & Veanna Rousseau

SATURDAY, 5:00PM MASS
Dec. 1 - Angie Hammeke, Paul Huschka,
Connie Potts, Colton Potts, Vernon Robl

Dec. 8 - Glen & Kathy Hertel, Jamie
Komarek, Josh Komarek

Dec. 15 - Sharon Gatton, Steve & Amy
Oelke,, Joni & Louie Pivonka

Dec. 22 - Jeff & Gwen Klepper Family,
Paul Huschka

Dec. 29 - Millie Menges, Heather & Jason
Schlochtermeier Family

SUNDAY, 10:30AM MASS
Dec. 2 - Monte & Robin Doll Family, David
& Karla Gonzales

Dec. 9 - Richard & Jean Doll Family, Ron
& Rosemary Mccrary

Dec. 16 - John & Marlene Clayton, Larry &
Joan Drees, Geraldine Menges, Mark
Menges

Dec. 23 -.Charlie & Denise Joslin Family,
Tony & Cheryl Klepper,

Dec. 30 - Leon & Marilyn Reichuber, Jeff &
Sandy Roth, Ed Schlochtermeier, Nick
Younker

Weekday Servers: Week of Nov. 25 - Logan Panning, Caylee Rowan

Dec1&2 5:00pm Sat. 10:30am Sun.
Lector 1 Yvonne Strecker Larry Drees
Lector 2 Emily Staton LeRoy Thill
EM Sharon Gatton Marcella Birzer
Rosie Joiner Jalayne Ewing
Ellen Shanteau Ed Schlochtermeier
Mike Moeder Catherine Strecker
Angie Hammeke Kent Roth
Accomp/Cantor
Servers Cooper Gunn Daniel Hammeke
A. J. Bowyer Wittney Hammeke
Sacristan Millie Menges Kent Robl
Weekday Servers: Week of Dec. 2- Drew Heinz, Emma Nienke
Dec.8 &9 5:00pm Sat. 10:30am Sun.
Lector 1 Stephanie Joiner Heather Panning
Lector 2 Karen Mitchell Mark Panning
EM Chad Steffan Melissa Tudor
Lori Steffan Mark Menges
Jean Klepper Curtis Wolf
Lori Billinger Joy Schlochtermeier
Melanie Zink Paul Schlochtermeier
Accomp/Cantor
Servers Elizabeth Monaghan Cody Zink
Brayden Williams Lane Klepper
Sacristan Rosemary Robl Leon & Marilyn Reichuber

Weekday Servers: Week of Dec. 9 - Brayden Williams, Britton Dutton

Dec. 15 & 16 5:00pm Sat. 10:30am Sun.
Lector 1 Jerome Huslig Dennis Habiger
Lector 2 Steve Billinger Mary Wiate
EM Millie Menges Mel Waite
Joe Schulte Kirk Bressler
Glenda Heinz John Clayton
Kim Heinz Lori Hammeke
Jason Schlochtermeier Curtis Wolf
Accomp/Cantor
Servers Colby Heinz Grant Klepper
Drew Heinz Daphne Doll
Sacristan Larry Drees Tammy Troyer
Weekday Servers: Week of Dec. 16 - Braden Lewis, Ava Thill
Dec. 22 & 23 5:00pm Sat. 10:30am Sun.
Lector 1 John Clayton Art Huslig
Lector 2 Sharon Gatton Catherine Strecker
EM Amy Oelke LeRoy Thill
Steve Oelke Sharla Thill
Mark Panning Kent Roth
Rick Thomas Joy Schlochtermeier
Lori Thomas Paul Schlochtermeier
Accomp/Cantor
Servers Nathan Hammeke Emma Nienke
Braden Lewis Ava Thill
Sacristan Louie & Joni Pivonka Kelly & Kristen Wondra
Weekday Servers: Week of Dec. 23 - Kiley Troyer, Bryce Steffan
Dec. 29 & 30 5:00pm Sat. 10:30am Sun.
Lector 1 Derek Joiner Mary Waite
Lector 2 Rosie Joiner Kent Roth
EM Jerome Huslig Rod Weber
Jean Klepper Danielle Weber
Melanie Zink Ed Schlochtermeier
Melissa Tudor Chad Steffan
Ellen Shanteau Lori Steffan
Accomp/Cantor
Servers Jonathon Mason Britton Dutton

Caden Rowan Logan Panning
Weekday Servers Week of December 30 - A. J. Bowyer, Cooper Gunn




Immaculate Conception Ministry Schedule

Sunday December 2, 2018

e Lectors: Kathy Krier, Toby Holmes

Fred Beck, Karlynn Beck, Joe Jordan
Gift Bearers: Janie Haxton and Dee Krier
Greeters: Jim and Lisa Ryan Family
Servers: Adyson Green, Tyler Holmes
Sacristan: Judy Oberle

Sunday December 9, 2018

Eucharistic Ministers: Dawnya Hickel, Francis Soukup,

December 2018

WEEKDAY
Schedule

Tuesday December 4
e Lector: Nancy Schartz
e EM: Dee Krier, Carol Herter

e Lectors: Don Zink, Darah Harrison

Gift Bearers: Rick and Dawnya Hickel
Greeters: Todd and Carla Liebl Family
Servers: Taylin Davis, Devin Ryan
Sacristan: Joy Hertach

Sunday December 16, 2018

Eucharistic Ministers: Toby Holmes, Sheri Holmes,
Laurie Feist, Barbara Musgrove, Bill Thomas

Thursday December 6
e Lector: Don Zink
e EM:Kathy Krier,Bill Thomas

Friday December 7
e Lector: Kathy Krier
e EM:Joan Miller, Jim Oberle

Feast of Immaculate Conception
Saturday December 8 at 8:30am

e Lectors: Lori Koester, Kent Praeger

Rita Stueder, Cindy Stueder, Joan Miller
Gift Bearers: Toby and Sheri Holmes Family
Greeters: Jon and Jane Oeser Family
Servers: Aiden Roach, Jacob Oberle
Sacristan: Joan Miller

Sunday December 23, 2018

Eucharistic Ministers: Jim Oberle, Peggy Feist,

Lectors: Laura Schlessiger, Richard Rugan

Gift Bearers: Kevin and Nancy Liebl Family
Greeters: Kirk and Aaron Schneweis
Servers: Ben Pflughoeft, Brett Liebl
Sacristan: Dee Krier

Sunday December 30, 2018

Eucharistic Ministers: Todd Liebl, Carla Liebl,
Carmen Johnson, Doris Feist, Kathy Krier

Lectors: Nancy Liebl

EM: Rita Stueder, Carmen Johnson
Servers: Brianna & Blaine Hickel
Gift Bearers: John & Lori Koester
Sacristian: Judy Oberle

Tuesday December 11
e Lector: Jane Steinert
e EM: Dee Krier, Carol Herter

Thursday December 13
e Lector: Nancy Schartz
o EM:Kathy Krier,Bill Thomas

Tuesday December 18
e Lector: Don Zink
e EM: Dee Krier, Jim Oberle

Thursday December 20
e Lector: Kathy Krier
e EM:Joan Miller,Carol Herter

e Lectors: Nancy Liebl, Darah Harrison

Cindy Stueder, Joe Jordan, Laurie Feist
Gift Bearers: Pete, Lois and Petie Krier
Greeters: Richard and Janel Rugan Family
Servers: Andrew Roach, Delaney Rugan
Sacristan: Judy Oberle

Eucharistic Ministers: Bill Thomas, Peggy Feist,

Thursday December 27
e Lector: Jane Steinert
e EM:Kathy Krier,Bill Thomas




Btldays ¥ Anviverssries — Decenden 2018

o

&

%
* Immaculate Concept

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1

1

1

3
10
11
12
14
17
17
20
20
22
24
24
26
27
27
28
29
29
30
31

Church

101

Eugene Feist
Richard Feist
Jane Oeser
Belinda Connell
Bonnie Buehler
Kristy Rupe
Jason Dody
Tammie Steiner
Kathleen Krier
Don Zink
Madelyn Harrison
Shelby Letourneau
Dan Demel

Holly Ney
Jeanette Soukup
Huntley Kirmer
Kade Beck

Lois Krier

Benn Kirmer
Danielle Hollingshead
Tami Miller
Gracie Demel
Joy Hertach

27
29
29

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Troy & Courtney Robl
Alan & Sheila Oeser
Kurt & Patricia Strube

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

O O NP, WWWNDN-_=2 -

Rosemary McCrary
Ryley Ney

Olivia Bryant
Eleanor Joiner
Jackson Cherry
Stephanie Joiner
Ryan Komarek
Clayton Doll
Kyler Doll

Terri Huslig

Luke Heinz
Sarah Hammeke
Nathan Staton
Brad Bressler
Marilyn Reichuber
Glen Hertel
Richard Hammeke
Jean Klepper
Dale Masden
Brandon Carr
Eileen Huslig
Layton Wirtz

Lexi Steele
Louise Hammeke
Ashlie Thomas
Holly Bowyer
Kelsie Wahlmeier
Josh Thomas

Don Schloctermeier
Sherrie Siefers
Robert Yarmer
John Thomas
Tucker Wirth
Stephen Birzer
DeSales Feist
Kay Linden
Tammy Sturn
Glenda Heinz
Gracie Quesenbury
Charles Elliot
Cody Wondra
Brooke Panning
Kinsley Racette
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17
17
18
27
28
29

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Richard & Shirley
Hammeke

David & Karla Gonzales
Kevin & Rhea Schartz
Pat & Sharon Gatton
LeRoy & Sharla Thill
Larry & Jean Klepper
Louie & Joni Pivonka
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Away in a Manger

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  Butlittle Lord Jesus no crying he Close by me forever, and love me, |
The little Lord Jesus laid down his makes. pray.

sweet head. | love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down Bless all the dear children in thy
The stars in the sky looked down from the sky tender care,

where he lay, And stay by my cradle ‘til morning is And take us to heaven, to live with
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. high. Thee there.

The cattle are lowing, the baby Be near me, Lord Jesus, | ask Thee to

awakes, stay
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