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All About Mass Offerings 
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 Perhaps the best place to begin 
is by examining the notion that we 
can offer anything at all to God.  It’s 
rooted in the foundational paradox of 
religion itself.  That God, who is 
almighty and in need of nothing, 
should want or expect anything from 
humans takes a bit of pondering.  
God didn’t create us because God 
needed us.  God created us 
because he wanted to love us.  Our 
great dignity is that God allows us to 
love him in return.  It’s in the nature 
of love to express itself.  We express 
our love for God by obeying his 
commands, by prayer, and ultimately 
by joining ourselves to the one 
offering that truly matters, the 
obedience of the Son upon the wood 
of the cross.   

The Protestant Reformation 
deemphasized offerings to God, 
responding not only to abuses but 
also arguing that nothing we can do 
as humans can reach up into God.  
True enough, save that we have 
been incorporated into the offering of 
Jesus Christ.  And being human, we 
must find a way to express our love.  
Hence the need to make offerings, 
to practice asceticism.  True, the gulf 
between giver and receiver is 
immense, but does any parent shun 
a child’s offering because it’s crudely 
made?   

 In the earliest years of the 
Church, people brought offering to 
Mass, primarily in the form of food 

stuffs.  Bread and wine were 
needed for the Eucharist; and oil, 
for the many anointing's practiced 
by the Church.  But the faithful 
also brought livestock and other 
goods, which were used to 
support the priest who offered the 
Mass.  By the way, this is the 
origin of the priest washing his 
hands at the preparation of the 
gifts.  If you are collecting 
chickens and goats, you would 
indeed want to wash up a bit 
before offering the Eucharist. 

 Like most things over time, this 
changed from goods-in-kind to 
monetary offerings.  As was 
generally the case in ancient 
societies, wealthy families 
essentially “sponsored” the Mass 
by providing for its material needs 
and the needs of the priests who 
offered the Mass.  Hence, the 
Mass offering as we now know it.   

 In both the ancient Church and 
the contemporary one, the fact 
that the Mass is being offered for 
the intention of a donor does not 
mean that we limit, or direct, the 
action of God’s grace, won for us 
in Christ and made effective for us 
in the Mass. Everyone who comes 
to Mass brings intentions, and 
when the Church gathers for 
Eucharist she prays for all of her 
needs and those of the world.  
This is why there is an instruction 
saying that the Mass intention is 
not to be announced in the Mass, 
for example in the Prayers of the 
Faithful.  Those who gave the 
stipend from the Mass have 
already made the offering, which 
they can expect God to receive 
with favor.  That’s why, as a 

cluster, although we move offerings 
for health or rain as fast as we can 
through the system, you don’t have 
to worry about the Good Lord, 
waiting for the Mass to be said 
before he responds. 

 A few other items to note.  Every 
pastor is responsible for saying a 
Sunday Mass each week for all the 
people of the parish, for which he 
receives no stipend.  In Canon Law 
this is called the Pro populo Mass.  
He doesn’t himself need to say it, 
but he must insure that it is said.  
When I’m on vacation, the visiting 
priest offers the intention, and the 
bishop does when he visits.   This is 
why each weekend, you see “For the 
cluster” in the list of weekend Mass 
intentions.   

 Mass intentions are still used for 
the support of priests, although, in 
the contemporary Church, diocesan 
priests receive a salary in addition to 
their stipends.  This is why Canon 
Law says that when a parish has 
more Masses than can be 
celebrated in a reasonable time, 
these intentions are to be forwarded 
to retired and missionary priests, 
who don’t have access to any other 
intentions.  We never forward 
individual Masses, only some of 
those received in large multiples.  
We don’t have enough to forward to 
the missions, and now we have 
difficulty in supplying our own Dodge 
City priests, who are retired, with 
Masses. 

Continued on pg. 2... 



The St. Joseph Altar Society is 
seeking women to volunteer to be on 
our board. Many of the current 
officers have served in their 
respective positions for several 
years, and are wanting to step down 
at this time. None of the positions 
are hard or time consuming, and 
current board members would be 
happy to train new women to take 
over their position. All women of St. 
Joseph parish are automatically a 
member of Altar Society, and 
encouraged to pray about service to 
our parish in this capacity. Please 
contact Mary Waite at 564-2518 if 
interested. Thank you.  

The Knights of Columbus will be 
having their annual Lenten Fish Fry 
on Friday, February 16th at the 
parish center, from 5:00 to 
7:00pm.  In addition to fish we will 
have scalloped potatoes, coleslaw, 
dinner rolls and drinks.  A suggested 
donation of $10.00 for adults and 
$5.00 for children 10 and under  is 
asked.  Proceeds are to help with 
our scholarship program and other 
area needs. 

 Perhaps the best place to begin 
is by examining the notion that we 
can offer anything at all to God.  It’s 
rooted in the foundational paradox 
of religion itself.  That God, who is 
almighty and in need of nothing, 
should want or expect anything from 
humans takes a bit of pondering.  
God didn’t create us because God 
needed us.  God created us 
because he wanted to love us.  Our 
great dignity is that God allows us to 
love him in return.  It’s in the nature 
of love to express itself.  We 
express our love for God by obeying 
his commands, by prayer, and 
ultimately by joining ourselves to the 
one offering that truly matters, the 
obedience of the Son upon the 
wood of the cross.   

The Protestant Reformation 
deemphasized offerings to God, 
responding not only to abuses but 
also arguing that nothing we can do 
as humans can reach up into God.  
True enough, save that we have 
been incorporated into the offering 
of Jesus Christ.  And being human, 
we must find a way to express our 
love.  Hence the need to make 
offerings, to practice asceticism.  
True, the gulf between giver and 
receiver is immense, but does any 
parent shun a child’s offering 
because it’s crudely made?   

 In the earliest years of the 
Church, people brought offering to 
Mass, primarily in the form of food 
stuffs.  Bread and wine were 
needed for the Eucharist; and oil, 
for the many anointing's practiced 
by the Church.  But the faithful also 
brought livestock and other goods, 
which were used to support the 
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2018 Lotto St. Joe 
 Our new year started January 1, 

2018. Buy your tickets and start 
playing again in 2018. 

 
Winners: 

January 1st:     Lawson Rugan $100 
January 7th:  Frances Robinson $50 
January 14th: Linda Sherman     $50 
Januar y 22nd:  Ron & Jessica   
      Bieberle           $50 

February 14th, 

CRS Rice Bowl  

helps us encounter Lent. 

We are called to love our neighbor. 
But, like the scholar in the scripture 
passage, we may find ourselves 
wonder, “Who is my neighbor?” 

Through prayer, we encounter 
Christ, present in the faces of every 
member of our human family, so 
often still walking that long road to 
Calvary. 

Through fasting, we encounter our 
own obstacles, those things about 
ourselves that prevent us from 
loving God and neighbor.  

Through almsgiving, we encounter 
our brothers and sisters around the 
world, asking what we can give so 
that others might live their life to the 
fullest.  

Summary of Altar Society Meeting 
- The St. Joseph Altar society met 
on Jan 3rd and planned for the up-
coming Ellinwood Area Churches 
Soup Dinner, which will be held Jan 
25th, and the Lenten Luncheon, 
which will be held on Ash Wednes-
day (Feb 14th). We are in need of 
one more person to volunteer to 
make a crockpot of a meatless soup 
for that luncheon. If willing to bring a 
soup, please contact Mary Waite 
(564-2518)  

Calvary Baptist The Clothing 
ministry is open from 10am - 2pm 
the last Saturday of every month for 
Ellinwood residents to come and 
receive free clothing and small 
household items. If you have 
something you would like to donate, 
please contact Karen Bookout at 
620-282-0359.  

Dream Center Visit 

On Tuesday, January 16, 2018 JoAnn 
Roth, Jenny Kasselman, Rosemary 
McCrary and Marilyn Schartz went to 
visit the Dream Center.  After visiting 
we were impressed by the amount of 
work done to save an old empty 
school house and turn it into a place 
for people who need help. 

You can schedule a tour by calling 
Kimberly Becker, director at 620-282-
4014 or 620-282-3094. 



We remember those who have passed away 

 Brett Michael Moeder, 30, 
passed away on November 21, 
2017.  He was born March 11, 
1987, the son of Michael and Kala 
Moeder. 
 He was a student of St. Joseph 
Catholic School, graduated EHS 
and received his Diesel Mechanic 
Degree from Salina Area Vo Tech. 
He was a member of St. Joseph 
Church, Knights of Columbus 
Council 1187, 4

th
 Degree 

Coronado Assembly, Ellinwood 
Fire Department and Sons of the 
American Legion. 

 Bob Robins passed away on 
December 25, 2017 at the age of 89, 
a long-time resident of Ellinwood.  
He was born March 10, 1928 in 
Gloucester, Virginia.  Bob enlisted in 
the Air Force in 1946 where he was 
a radio operator.  After his discharge 
from the Air Force, he enrolled at 
Kansas State University to begin his 
long career in education.  He taught 
and coached in Blue Rapids, Kansas 
for one and a half years before 
moving to Ellinwood in 1954. 
 He married Gloria on August 14, 
1948.  They were married for 69 
years and raised six children. 
 Bob touched many lives in his 36 
years teaching and coaching in 
Ellinwood. 
 He was a true outdoor person, he 
loved hunting, fishing, golfing, 
gardening and yardwork.   
 As his children grew up he 
encouraged them to be active.  
Many times, shutting off the TV he 
would say, “Time to go outside and 
play.”  His children Dan, David and 
Todd, Kathy, Patty and Becky will 
remember his kind deeds and will 
instill them into their children and 
grandchildren.  His family will miss 
him but know that he is with God. 
 He was a good steward sharing 
his time, talent and treasure by his 
example. 
 Becky shared Dad fought hard to 
keep worldly influences out of our 
lives when we were young and 
impressionable, so we could live the 

lives God intended for us. I felt 
secure and loved in our home. His 
grandchildren and his great-
grandchildren were his pride and 
joy. I remember him taking me to 
the gym when I was 15 and he 
worked with me until I had a solid 
jump shot. What a lovely memory. 
 Patty shared going on a trip to 
Virginia to visit his family. He was 
meticulous in everything making 
plans to camp all the way to 
Virginia. It was well planned. He 
taught me to know where I was 
going. It was the same thing with his 
classes in school, getting ready for 
a hunting trip, painting the house, 
gardening… always prepared and 
ready. When I was a senior in high 
school he talked about his faith in 
God and his love of how he 
worshiped.  

Bob Robins 

 Kala shared special memories 
about Brett.  He was an ornery fun 
loving kid.  An adrinalin junkie.  He 
and Brandon would ride the 
Terradactyl at the Cave of the Winds 
or swing out over the Royal Gorge or 
walk up the Manitou Incline in 
Colorado, and of course fighting 
fires.  
 He loved riding horses, fly fishing, 
pool league, gambling, trips to 
Colorado, bowling & hunting with his 
favorite companion Diesel.  
 He loved his job because he had 
the best of both worlds.  Being a 
Diesel mechanic and farming.  
 I will never forget the times he and 
I would go out & tag new baby 
calf's.  It may have been really cold 
but we had fun doing it. He was 
always on the go.   
 He loved cooking .  Brett was one 
that could grab things out of the 
cabinet to make a good rub on meat 
to cook.  He just had a knack for 
smoking meats or cooking on the grill 
or in the kitchen.   
 He loved playing golf with his 
uncles, cousins and friends 
Our fishing trips in colorado will never 
be the same.  Brett never knew a 
stranger, he would talk to anyone 
whether they were older or little kids 
to make them laugh.  He also loved 
helping out with different activities 
like the German Buffet, Knights of 
Columbus activities like making 
sausage or the serving breakfast or 
soup, or just helping friends out when 
they needed something.  He lived life 
to the fullest, even to the very end 
when he donated his organs to help 
others! 
 Besides his parents, he is 
survived by his sister Candice 
(Brandon) Lawellin of Great Bend, a 
niece Ella Lawellin and grandmother, 
Dorothy Moeder and his four legged 
hunting companion Diesel 
Brett was also survived by numerous 
aunts and uncles. 
Mary & Randy Doyle / Great Bend 
Jenifer & Roger Siemsen / Salina 
John & Joni Moran / Claflin 
Steve & DeAnna Moran / Claflin 
Jan & Gerald Hardten / Claflin 
Joe & Linda Weber / Rogers, AR 
Ellen & Fred Albert / Hutchinson 
Lots of cousins which was always fun 
when we all got together. 



From a Sunday Reading 
We hear Samuel respond eagerly, 
“Here I am!” each time the Lord calls 
him. May we, too, be listening for the 
call of God in our lives and be ready 
to say like the Psalmist, “Here am I, 
Lord; I come to do your will.  

 Randall Lee Link, 65, passed away 
on December 27, 2017.  He was born 
August 7, 1952.  After graduating high 
school Randall served in the Army.  
He spent most of his life in Hays 
working in the oil field and eventually 
ended up in Wichita, where he spent 
the rest of his life. 
 Randy is survived by his 
daughters, Nicole Glass and Ashley 
Girardot, three granddaughters, and 
two sisters, Vicki Black and Paula 
Link.  He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Paul Maurice and Dixie Link, 
and brother Stephen Link. 

 John Gannaway, 76, of Kansas 
City, MO., formerly of Ellinwood, 
passed away on January 5, 2018. 
He was born August 3, 1941 in San 
Antonio, Texas, the son of Porter 
and Martha Shipman Gannaway. 
 John attended St. Joseph School 
and graduated EHS in 1960.  He 
served his country in the US Navy.  
He was a member of Holy Family 
Catholic Church, in Kansas City, a 
4

th
 Degree Knight of Columbus and 

the American Legion.  John was the 
former owner/operator of Gannaway 
Hardware in Ellinwood. 
 John married Phyllis Bryant 
Gannaway, October 17, 1981 in 
Ellinwood.   

John Gannaway 

Randall Link 

Valentine's Day, also called Saint 
Valentine's Day or the Feast of Saint 
Valentine, is an 
annual holiday celebrated on 
February 14. It originated as 
a Western Christian liturgical feast 
day honoring one or more 
early saints named Valentinus, and is 
recognized as a significant cultural 
and commercial celebration in many 
regions around the world, although it 
is not a public holidayin any country. 
The Legend of St. Valentine. The 
history of  Valentine's Day – and the 
story of its patron saint–is shrouded in 
mystery. We do know that February 
has long been celebrated as a month 
of romance, and that St. Valentine's 
Day, as we know it today, contains 
vestiges of both Christian and ancient 
Roman tradition. 

Happy Valentines Day! 

Poems for Family 
Just as the earth goes through  

seasons, so does a family 
 in the course of time  

endure seasons.  
Falling in love,  
marriage and  

the birth of a children  
are times of renewal  

like Spring.  
Long pleasant periods  

of calm are like  
the feeling of an endless  

Summer.  
As we and our children grow older, 

our leaves start to change.  
We start to experience Autumn.  

This may seem like dying  
but it is only signs of  
a new phase of life.  

Crises and hardship are times  
for the family to stay close together,  

help each other out and  
endure the frigid  
winds of change.  

This period is akin to Winter.  
Life is full of seasons and  

changes which are  
best experienced  

with the support of  
friends and family.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holiday


 *Spelling Bee* Classroom spelling bees in grades four through eight were held on the week of January 7th. The 
top three spellers from each grade will participate in the all-school spelling bee on January 10th at the Parish Center. 
The following students competed: RhiAnn Dauber, Isaiah Steel, Ava Thill, Kaleub Haynes, Nathan Hammeke, Caylee 
Rowan, Kiley Troyer, Logan Panning, Cale Batchman, Grant Klepper, Britton Dutton, Caden Rowan, Karson 
Harrington, and Ison Dauber. The winners were Caylee Rowan and Caden Rowan.  

Bulletin Notes 

“Jesus turned and saw them 
following him and said to them, 
‘What are you looking for?’” -  

John 1:38  

 What are you looking for? Are 
you wasting your time looking for the 
material comforts of the world? Or, is 

your heart longing for something 
deeper that can only be found by 

spending time with God?  

Take time, each day, in silence and 
ask the Lord what it is that  

He wants you to do.  

NEW TO THE PARISH CLUSTER? 
 Welcome to St. Joseph Parish, 
Ellinwood, Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Claflin and Holy Family Parish, 
Odin We are pleased to have you join 
us in worship. If you would like to join 
one of the parishes, please register 
online by going to our website 
www.IccClaflin.com,  
www.StJosephEllinwood.com, 
www.HolyFamilyOdin.com or may call 
620-564-2534 or stop by the parish 
office 109 W 3rd Street in Ellinwood 
and register.  
 Welcome and God Bless!  

PLEASE REMEMBER if you or a 
family member has an emergency, or 
is admitted to the hospital, please 
call Fr. Klein at 620-564-2534. 

*Checks Received* 
 We received a check from the Box 
Tops for Education Program for the 
amount of $334.80. Each Box Top 
clipped is worth 10 cents, which may 
not seem like much, but it certainly 
adds up. Keep on clipping! 
 
 We also received a check from 
Dillon’s for the period of 10-1-2017 to 
12-30-2017 in the amount of $567.23. 
Between the two programs that’s just 
over $900 for our school! These 
programs really do add up to make a 
difference for our school. If you’re not 
participating, please start today! To 
those who are,  
THANK YOU! 

ARE YOU REGISTERED?  
 Did you know that demographic 
studies estimate that more than 1/3 
of Catholics area not registered in a 
parish? If you are not registered in 
one of the parishes in our cluster, 
please consider doing so. Also, 
please encourage your friends and 
family to register! 
 Registering is important 
because: If a parish doesn’t know 
who is out there, how can it 
adequately serve the needs of all? 
 When the services of the Church 
are needed, such as a wedding, 
Baptism or funeral, it is easier if the 
person is registered.  
 Registering is easy.  
Simply go to the parish website: 
www.stjosephellinwood.com, 
www.IccClaflin.com  
www.holyfamilyodin.com.  
You can also stop by the Ellinwood 
parish office at 109 W 3rd, or call 
620-564-2534. 

Dream Center Visit 

On Tuesday, January 16, 2018 JoAnn 
Roth, Jenny Kasselman, Rosemary 
McCrary and Marilyn Schartz went to 
visit the Dream Center.  After visiting 
we were impressed by the amount of 
work done to save an old empty 
school house and turn it into a place 
for people who need help. 

You can schedule a tour by calling 
Kimberly Becker, director at 620-282-
4014 or 620-282-3094. 



With the Christmas season just behind us and Easter approaching in a few 
months, does anyone wonder who organizes and decorates the church for 
these glorious celebrations? Who keeps the plants by the Altar looking so 
lush and green? The beautifully written words for the “Prayers of the 
Faithful” during Mass - ever wonder who writes them? Parishioner Kathy 
Krier, very talented floral designer and decorator, started using her talents 
at Immaculate Conception 30 years ago at the request of Father Fred 
Tuzicka. Kathy got started volunteering when Louise Doll was retiring from 
her volunteer work and needed a replacement. Father Fred asked Kathy to 
volunteer - which she agreed to, and has continued to do so ever since. 
Rose Ann Wondra also helped Kathy for a long time.   
 
Kathy has always loved flowers. When asked what sparked her interest, she 
said, “We used to buy my mom corsages for Mother’s Day, and the visits to 
the flower shop to get them had me hooked!” She is inspired by her love of 
nature and the beauty of flowers and plants. Kathy took retail floriculture 
and horticulture classes at Kansas State University. She worked at several 
local flower shops including Larry’s Garden Center & Flower Shop, Great 
Bend Floral, Glenda’s Floral and Prairie Flower. She also had her own 
business, Kathy’s Creations, for about 35 years, doing flowers for weddings.  
 
With the change of the seasons as well as celebrations within the church, 
her favorite season to decorate is a tossup between Fall and Easter. Fall is 
the easiest for her because there isn’t any specific deadline and her family 
isn’t in the local area. She spends that time at the church decorating. 
Through using her talents decorating at church, Kathy feels dedicated to our 
Lord. She says, “God gave me the talent, the least that I can do I use it in 
His house!”   
 
Kathy has also volunteered in many other ways. She taught PSR for 17 
years and then served as a substitute teacher, is active in ICC Altar Society 
serving as an officer and guild chairman, served on Pastoral Council, and 
was on the Diocesan Liturgy Commission with Father Marvin and others 
from Dodge City Diocese. In the past, she has used her artistic talents to 
paint the front of the Book of Remembrance that we use for the month of 
November to honor the dead, fixed the corpus on the cross that the server 
carries in during mass, and has painted the Easter candle when the decal 
started to come off.  You will also see Kathy serving her parish as 
Eucharistic Minister, Lector, and Greeter.    
 
Kathy (Lang) Krier is married to Kirby Krier. They have three children. Kari 
(Krier) Schmitz is married to Bryan Schmitz. They live in Lincoln, Nebraska 
and are expecting a baby in March 2018. Kari is in law school and Bryan is 
an electrician. Kyle Krier is married to Melanie and they live in Ellinwood. 
They have one son, Brock, who is 17 months old. Kyle farms and sells crop 
insurance and Melanie is a nurse. Kelli Krier lives in Manhattan, Kansas. 
She is Assistant Director of Recruitment for K-State Football.   
 
Thank you, Kathy, for everything you do for Immaculate Conception Church! 

Time & Talent 

 
A Treasure at Immaculate Conception 

 

 

Quotes made by individuals about 

Kathy’s magical Christmas 

transformation of the church, with 

the assistance of volunteers: 

 

“A picture postcard at Christmas!” 

 

“It is beautiful, makes Christmas 

Mass so warm and welcoming!” 

 

“Beautiful! I miss Immaculate 

Conception on Christmas Eve!” 

 

 



As of January 1, 2018, some may have noticed there are a few 
new faces up near the altar serving mass. Earlier in 2017, 
Father Klein trained four new servers. They began to assist 
during mass at the start of the New Year. Tagen Davis, Peyton 
Dody, Isaac Heredia and Maryssa Menges. ICC is very thankful 
for these new servers as well as all the Altar Servers. 

 

New Servers At ICC 

 

The PSR teachers for 
ICC and Holy Family 
parishes were invited 
to the ICC Rectory for 
an appreciation party 
coordinated by Steve 
Schacle. Thanks PSR 
teachers for all that 
you do and have a 

good 2018! 

 

PSR Appreciation Party 

 

Outgoing 2017 (BELOW) 
Altar Society Officers 

 

Alvita Cates - Treasurer 
Patty Schmidt - Co-President 
Connie Miller - Co-President 

Cathy Miller - Secretary 

Incoming 2018 (ABOVE) 
Altar Society Officers 

 

Kathy Kirmer – Vice President 
Dee Krier – President 

Joan Miller – Treasurer 
Gracie Demel - Secretary 

Altar Society Officers 

  

 



 

A look back at 2017… 

 

Geralyn "Gerry" Schartz 

Passed away on January 10, 2017. She was born on 
February 2, 1959.  She married Paul E. Schartz, Jr. on 
January 15, 1983. She was survived by her husband, 

Paul, three children, Christopher Schartz, Melissa 
Puetz, and Luke Schartz, her parents, and five siblings. 

 

Margaret Smith 

Passed away on February 18, 2017. She was born on 
February 26, 1917. She married Warren Smith on 
August 17, 1936, and he died on December 29, 
1994.  She was survived by her son, Carey, five 

grandchildren and their families, ten great-
grandchildren, and three great-great-grandchildren. 

 
Marilyn Kaiser 

Passed away on May 3, 2017. She was born on April 
12, 1926.  She married Austin Zink in 1944, and he 

died in 1950.  She married Leo Kaiser on September 
25, 1954.  He proceeded her in death on September 7, 

2007. Survivors include daughter, Mary Pryor, 
daughter-in-law, Donella Zink, daughter, Angie Clutter, 

son, Jon Kaiser and their families, including 19 
grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren. 

 

those who have gone home… 
 

 
Bernard "Ben" Kirmer 

Passed away on August 1, 2017. He was born on 
November 5, 1931.  He married Shirla Moore on June 
14, 1958. She preceded him in death on February 20, 

2010.  Survivors included four sons, Gary, Alan, 
Dennis and Marvin, and two daughters, Rita and Lora, 
and their families, including 19 grandchildren and 12 

great-grandchildren. 
 

Alfred Hammeke 

Passed away on September 1, 2017. He was born on 
March 21, 1931.  He married Linda Sue Simpson on 

April 23, 1957.  Survivors include his wife, Sue, seven 
daughters Kathy Hines, Anne Basgall, Margaret 
Frisbie, Patty Sager, Loreen Leyshock, Coreen 

Skaggs, and Molly Stout, and their families, including 
18 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. 

 

Sister Renee Kirmer 
Passed away on September 20, 2017. She was born 
on December 28, 1935.  She professed her first vows 
on July 1, 1960, and her permanent vows on July 1, 

1965. Survivors included two sisters, Anita Kirmer and 
Carolyn Brogden. 

 

Robert "Bob" Poppelreiter 
Passed away on October 10, 2017. He was born on 

August 13, 1940. He married Betty Radenberg on May 
1, 1965. Survivors include his wife, Betty, and two 

children, Julie Pletcher and Amie Attebery. 

 
 

Remembering 

BAPTISMS WEDDINGS 

 

February 26, 2017 
Jude Philip Schlessiger 

Son of John & Laura Schlessiger 
 

July 16, 2017 
Jett William Miller 

Son of Colby & Nicole Miller 
 

 

 

June 3, 2017 
Curtis Kaiser & 

Cynthia Winston 

 
 

July 16, 2017 
Murray Michael Hoffman 

Son of Devin & Morgan Hoffman 
 

November 26, 2017 
Ryder Alan White 

Son of Isaac & Norel White 
 
 



Immaculate Conception Church 
2017 was a busy year for the CarePortal at Immaculate 

Conception Church! Through monetary and merchandise 

donations of parishioners, ICC CarePortal provided the 

following goods and services to families and children in 

the foster care system: 

 Used washer and dryer 

 $100 gift card for grocery assistance 

 Exterminator assistance 

 Diapers  

 Rent assistance 

 Gift card and used clothing donations for a family 

who lost their home due to a fire 

 Car Seat 

 Booster Seat 

 Book bags and school supplies for 12 foster 

children 

 Monetary assistance to pay for car tag renewal 

 Sleeper sofa & love seat 

 Baby gates 

 Duffel bags filled with items for three children who 

came into foster care with only a few belongings 

that were carried in trash bags. 

The needs we have met are considered ‘Tier 1’ needs.  

According to statistics from www.careportal.org, 3,322 

children have been served by 192 active church in 

Kansas alone. Nationwide, 18,939 children have been 

served by 1,388 active churches in 13 different states. 

New Opportunities 

Learn. Serve. Connect. 

 

 TIER 2 With the New Year, God seems to be moving CarePortal in new and exciting directions! In 2018, “Tier 2” 
partnerships will be developing with “Youthrive” in several counties. Tier 2 needs address relational (“walk with”) needs. 
Youthrive is an incredible opportunity for the mentoring of youth aging out of the foster care system without a forever 
family. 

 

 INTERNATIONAL CAREPORTAL Another new opportunity being offered involves International CarePortal. It is open 
to anyone. By “opting-in”, any church, individual, group, business, etc. can help meet needs in foreign places such as 
Lebanon, India, Haiti, East Africa and the Middle East. Support is given to a church in a foreign country to get the need 
met and delivered by that church. 

 

 AMAZONSMILE Finally, AmazonSmile is now offering an easy way to easily make donations to The Global Orphan 
Project (the “mother-ship” of CarePortal). AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, 
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile foundation donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of the 
shopper’s choice. If you are looking for a great way to donate, this is it! Just designate The Global Orphan Project as 
your charity and AmazonSmile does the rest!  

 

 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Attend a poverty simulation. Your eyes will be 
opened!  It will challenge your bias and expand 
your understanding of the scope and impact of 
poverty in North America. 

 Volunteer in a food pantry or soup kitchen. 
 
SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Offer to help make CarePortal deliveries. 

 Become an ally with a family in Circles of Hope. 

 Become a foster parent or adopt. 

 Take a meal to a foster family who has welcomed 
a new foster child into their home, much like what 
is done when a family brings a new baby 
home…however, foster families often get little or 
no warning.  

 
CONNECT 

 Network with other CarePortal churches at Active 
Community Gatherings.  Everyone is welcome! 

 Share the good news of CarePortal to friends and 
family to encourage other churches to join! 

 

http://www.careportal.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

4 Todd & Carla Liebl 

9 Travis & Shelli Schmidt 

12 Allan & Anne Beck 

27 
Lawrence & Bernice 
Barnes 

28 David & Patricia Schmidt 

 

  

 
  
  
  

 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

2 Cassie Batchman 

2 Andria Menges 

2 Jeanne Schloctermeier 

2 Andy Wise 

3 Lora Billinger 

3 Erin Hammeke 

3 Ayla Ritchie 

3 Haley Rugan 

4 JoAnn Roth 

4 Cami Thomas 

4 Kelsea Ward 

5 Gloria Robins 

6 Debbie Wirtz 

7 Dorothy Moeder 

8 Paul Batchman 

10 Leverne Huslig 

11 Marcella Birzer 

11 Jocelynn Joiner 

12 Elizabeth Zorn 

13 Jill Ritchie 

14 Daphne Doll 

16 Andrew Cherry 

18 Lori Kelly 

19 Alexander Hammeke 

22 Chad Heinz 

24 Alexander Bowyer 

24 Jackie Gunn 

25 Marita Elliot 

25 Lori Steffan 

27 Robin Doll 
 

 
  
  
  

  
  

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5 Dalton & Kari Wirth 

11 Gerald & Judy Komarek 

14 Glen & Kathy Hertel 

24 Steven & Brenda Birzer 

28 Roger & Jan Stremel 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

2 Denise Dohrman 

5 Laurie Feist 

7 Brenda Hekele 

8 Robert Hickel 

9 Jude Schlessiger 

10 Cord Zink 

11 Julie Demel 

11 Aaron Schneweis 

11 Pat Stiles 

12 Timothy Stueder 

14 Pam Stiles 

15 Dawnya Hickel 

16 Lynlee Hollingshead 

16 Jim Oberle 

16 Alan Stueder 

18 Gloria Hickel 

20 Larry Liebl 

22 Leon Oberle 

22 Alan Oeser 

24 Colby Miller 

26 Brogan White 

26 Judy Oberle 

28 Joan Breford 
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